The  Birth  of Khama
past. It was, he says, during this period that
he was born.
By a process of inductive reasoning, and a
combination of the methods of Euclid and
Sherlock Holmes, Mr. Lewis arrives at a defi-
nite conclusion* The historic removal of the
Matebele from Natal to Matebeleland, under
Moselekatzi, took place in 1827. This is the
date given in the Modern Cyclopedia, Vol. V*,
page 433. This was the " blast of the terrible
ones,53 which led to the flight of Sekhome's
women, and their long residence at the Flats.
Khama agrees that he is two years older than
Mokgami, and that when his mother returned
with the other refugees to Patji (then the
chiefs town), he was between two and three
years old. That return took place in 1830.
It would thus seem conclusive that Khama
was born in 1827-8, and he is now (1922) just
over ninety-four.
His mother was Keamogetse, and she was
the " first" wife of Sekhome Kgari, Khama's
father- She was born at Kanye among the
Banwaketse, and was the daughter of Segkotlo,
a Monwato. She gave birth to Khama at Dino-
kanen, a place of hiding among the Makgadikgadi
51ats, away out in the desert to the N.W. of
Serowe, the present capital. Keamogetse died
at the Botlele River in 1875, the year when
Khama actually took over the chieftainship,
though he had been recognized as chief in 1872.
Every man must be judged against the back-
ground of his ancestry and his contemporaries.
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